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Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much work has been done to document 
valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note 
“Traditional medicinal knowledge about Rice Black bug Scotinophara sp. in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously 
published online research document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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In Chhattisgarh, two species of Rice Black bug Scotinophara coarctata and S. lurida attack on Rice (Oryza sativa) crop. It infests the base of Rice 
plants. The seedlings are preferred. According to the reference literatures, when grown-up plants are attacked and reduction in yield is noted. During 
the Ethno-entomological surveys conducted in different parts of Chhattisgarh, I have observed that the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh plains 
specialized in treatment of Mirgi (Epilepsy), very frequently use the Black bug as medicine. The adults are used most commonly. In form of dry 
powder the adults are added in herbal combination. This combination is burnt and patients are advised to inhale the smoke. Many times the healers 
use the dry insect alone for this purpose in same way. According to the traditional healers, the smoke provides great relief to the patients during attack. 
Also, in normal days the patients are advised to inhale the smoke atleast once in a week in order to delay further attack. Many healers informed that in 
small doses, the powder can be taken internally also, but most of the healers are not in favour of its internal use. In treatment of Mirgi, the adult bugs 
are used in another way. The full fed bugs are collected and boiled in base oil. When all watery contents evaporate the boiling is stopped and after 
filter, the oil is kept for future use. As base oil, Til (Sesame seed) oil is used. The special oil is massaged in sole of patients as treatment. According to 
the traditional healers, this massage is also beneficial for the patients as treatment. According to the traditional healers, this massage is also beneficial 
for the patients having mental depression. In order to increase the potential of special oil, many healers add medicinal herbs in it, but in most of the 
cases, the oil prepared form adult bugs serve the problem effectively. The Black bugs feeding on seedlings are considered more useful as medicine as 
compared to the bugs feeding on grown up plants. As mentioned earlier, the nymphs are preferred less. The traditional healers are not aware of other 
medicinal uses of Rice Black bug. 


The name of Rice Black bug is not present in the list of medicinal insects mentioned in reference literatures. Many senior traditional healers informed 
that in early days when the medicinal rice varieties were undercultivation in different parts of Chhattisgarh the healers of that time were using the Rice 
Black bug feeding on specific medicinal rice variety as medicine in treatment of many complicated troubles. But now both the medicinal rice varieties 
and the healers are not with us. Through the on-going surveys, I am trying my best to gather more information on different medicinal uses of Rice 
Black bug in Chhattisgarh. 


New comments added on May, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 5300 Formulations in which Rice Black bug is added as important ingredient. These 
Formulations are used in treatment of diseases of nervous system. In Acrous based Formulations the Traditional Healers of Chhattisgarh frequently 
use it as important ingredient. It is added as secret ingredient and in most of the cases insect based Formulations are presented among the patients as 
herbal formulations. In Nardostachys based Formulations it is added as denary ingredient. The Healers collect Rice Black bug from 10 different types 
of medicinal rice crops and use it in Formulations. In Tacca based Formulations it is added as nonary ingredient. These Formulations are used both 
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internally as well as externally. In Gardenia based Formulations it is added as octonary ingredient. These Formulations are used during early stage. 
In Terminalia and Cassia based Formulations it is added as septenary ingredient. The Traditional Healers of Odisha use it in treatment of Epilepsy 
internally. It is added as denary ingredient along with Oecophylla and Termites. These Formulations are popular among them. In Ilex based 
Formulations it is added as senary ingredient. Many times it is added as secondary ingredient. In Gluta based Formulations used for advanced stages 
of disease it is added as quaternary ingredient. These Formulations are not much popular among the Healers but from documentation point of view it 
is important information. In Holigarna based Formulations it is added as tertiary ingredient. In these Formulations the Healers add different types of 
wood mushrooms as important ingredient. They claim that presence of Rice Black bug in these Formulations enhances the performances of wood 
mushrooms. In Mastixia based Formulations it is added as tertiary and quaternary ingredients. Many times it is added as senary ingredient. In 
Medicinal Rice Baisur based Formulations it is added as octonary ingredient. In Telia Kand based Formulations for nervous exhaustion it is added as 
quinary ingredient. For complete information on Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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